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The Work Relief Program 


Grant and Interest Changes: The President has ap- 
proved a recommendation of the Advisory Committee 
on Allotments providing for the liberalization of 
the loan and grant terms on non-Federal projects 
carried on by the PW.A. under the Emergency Relief 
Appropriation Act of 1935. 

The recommendation to the President was: 
"(1)That the mte of interest on loans for projects 
of States, Territories, Possessions,including sub- 
divisions and agencies thereof, municipalities,and 
the District of Columbia,and self—licuidating pro- 
jects of public bodies thereof be fixed at three(3)* 
per centum per annum; and 
"(2) That the amount of the grant for the normally 
acceptable project be fixed at 45 percent of the 
cost of such project; provided, however, that the 
Federal Emergency Administrator of Public Works 
shall have authority, after careful investigation 
of the financial condition of any applicant in the 
foregoing classification and the nature and work- 
producing character of the project,to recommend to 
this committee a variation in the amount of the 
grant." 

* Reverted to 4%, June 10 News Release. 

Low Material Cost Deciding Factor: The Advisory 
Committee on Allotments,meeting with the President 
has decided that work relief projects for which the 
cost of materials is low will be given preference 
in the distribution of the remainder of the work- 
relief fund. 

If 3,500,000 persons are to be employed, the 
average cost per person must be about $1,140. On 
a number of projects already approved, with a high 
material cost, the cost of employment per person 
will average about $2,000.00. 

This decision probably means that the program 
to be undertaken will be somewhat in the nature of 
a modified C.W.A. although with the exnerience of 
the past, it is expected that many useful, and it 
is hoped,well—planned, projects will be undertaken. 
It also means that many of the larger public works 
projects involving high cost of materials will, of 
necessity, take a secondary place in the program. 

Census survey: The Census Bureau has submit- 
ted an application for $9,370,000 to be used for 
the making of a census of all business activities 
in this country except agriculture and mining. 





The Work Relief Program,Cont. 


Geological Survey: The Department of the In- 
terior, through the Geological Survey has reauest- 
ed the sum of $7,828,000 to carry on the work of 
the division in mapping the United States. 





Appropriations for State Planning 





The following are some of the appropriations 
recently made for State Planning Boards: 


State lst_year end year Srd_year 
Oklahoma $25,000.00* $37,500.00 $37,500.00 
Arkansas 5,000.00 5,000.00 

Michigan 25,000.00 25 5000.00 

New York 40,000.00 

Oregon 22,500.00 22,500.00 

Texas 12,000.00* 40,000.00 30,000.00 


* Partial year only—toend of present fiscal year. 


Planning Projects Under Work-Relief 


The program for the use of professional or 
white-collar help on planning projects has not yet 
been announced from Washington. Detseils are being 
developed at the present time. It is generally 
known,however, that these projects will be handled 
through the Works Progress Administration. It is 
therefore suggested, as soon as application blanks 
are made available, that detailed projects be set 
up by the planning agencies desiring such assist- 
ance in order that they may be submitted to the 
properly designated Federal department or agency 
when it is announced. 

Arrangements lave been made whereby the Society 
will obtain copies of all applications, schedules, 
and forms, when reedy, for distribution to our 
members. 











The Cincinnati Planning Conference 


Most of those who attended the joint planning 
conference held in Cincinnati, May 20th to <2nd, 
were of the opinion that the conference was a suc— 
cesse There was some criticism to the effect that 
the sessions, which started at breakfast and ran 
late into the evening were too long,and that there 
was no time for discussion of the papers, nor for 
informal meetings. The general consensus, however, 








The Cincinnati Planning Conference, Cont. 


was that the papers delivered this year were of a 
very high order and rank with the best presented 
at previous conferences. 

The first meeting opened auspiciously with L. 
Segoe's paper on population and Industrial Trends. 
On the same program were Philip H. Cornick of New 
York,who discussed Faulty Urban Land Policies, and 
Dr. William Haber, Director of Michigan ERA, whose 
admirable paper on social and economic factors in 
planning attracted considerable interest. 

Several papers were devoted in the afternoon 
session of the first day to "The Planning Process 
As A Remedy." A. R. Mann, Provost of Cornell Uni- 
versity, whose State Planning work in New York is 
well known, contributed a paper on "The Urban and 
Rural Land Use Survey." C. A. Dykstra of Cincin- 
nati discussed the relations of city officers and 
planners. Russell V. Black delivered an excellent 
statement on the form and evolution of a plan and 
described the processes necessary to bring planning 
into effect. 

The difficult problem of "blighted areas" was 
attacked from divergent but intimately related an- 
gles. The planner, the lawyer, the sociologist, 
realtor, the city administrator dealt in turn with 
this major ill of American cities. Walter H.Bluch- 
er undertook to outline the share of the planner 
and lawyer in this cooperative enterprise. Dr.Fd- 
win S. Burdell of the Department of Sociology at 
M.I.T.dealt with social and economic aspects, Her- 
bert U. Nelson of the National Association of Real 
Estete Boards, and Ernest J. Bohn of Cleveland, the 
other two viewpoints. 

On Tuesday "State Planning and Urban Commun- 
ities" was the subject of three papers, those of 
Dr. Charles E. Merriam, of Chicago; Morton L. Wal- 
lerstein of the Virginia State Planning Board, and 
Charles W. Eliot 2d, of Washington. "Federal Act- 
ivities and Urban Planning" was the theme of the 
evening program which was presented by Robert H. 
Randall of Washington, Jacob L. Crane of Chicago, 
and John F. Willmott of Chicago. 

The afternoon session on Wednesday was devot- 
ed to "Planning Administration and Public Support." 
William E. O'Brien and Charles B. Whitnall of Wis- 
consin, H. B. Steeg of Indianapolis, and Marshall 
Dana were the speakers on this program. 

Frederic Delano presided at the closing din- 
ner introducing the Hon. Paul V. Mc Nutt, Governor 
of Indiana, Hon. Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the 
Interior, and Dr.Merriam of Chicago, as the speak- 
ers of the evening. The Secretary spoke chiefly of 
the government's Housing program and described the 
policies which had been formulated out of the Fed- 
eral participation and experience in the field of 
low-cost housing. Dr.Merriam, Chairman of the De- 
partment of Political Science at the University of 
Chicago,ended his paper on the following note: "if 
we can show inventive ability in social and indus- 
trial arrangements equal to that developed in the 
technological advancement,we can realize the prom- 
ise od American life more fully than even the proph- 
ets have ever dared to dream." 


* 


Conference Papers 





We have mailed to our members copies of the 
papers delivered at the Cincinnati Conference by 
Dr. Charles E. Merriam, L. Segoe, G.Donald Hudson, 
Morton L. Wallerstein, John F. Willmott, Walter H. 
Blucher and Russell V. Black. 


Conference Resolutions 





Inaddition to the usual resolutions of thanks, 
etc., there was a resolution urging the establish- 
ment of a permanent National Planning Board ( see 
Legislation) ;another urging that an amount of from 
$25,000,000 to $35,000,000 be alloted from the 
Work-Relief funds for planning projects; one stat- 
ing that "the desirability of and the possibility 
for success of housing projects to be accomplished 
under the Federal Work Relief program depend upon 
their formulation and evaluation in the light of 
planning principles" and urging that more adequate 
provision be made for this in the organization and 
procedure of the various Federel agencies dealing 
with housing. 


Land Problems and Planning Conference 





A Land Problems and Planning Conference,at- 
tended by representatives of states in Regions II 
and III (Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Missouri and Ohio) was held in Chi- 
cago, June 5th to 8th. 

Land problems in the two regions were discus- 
sed by the Land Planning Consultants. Other sub- 
jects discussed were, "Areas Suitable for Agricul- 
tural Settlement or Resettlement," "Progress Made 
in Land-Use Adjustment Under Federal and State 
Programs," "Types and Scope of the Scientific Data 
Needed fbr a Sound Program of Land-Use Adjustments," 
and "Additional Suggested Changes in the Federal 
and State Legislation Now in Effect Dealing with 
Land Problems, and New Legislation and Agencies 
Needed." 


The Future of N. R. A. 





The President has just revealed the first stage 
of his program to repair the upset in the recovery 
machinery caused by the Supreme Court decision. 
Briefly, the plan is: (1) Continue the N.R.A. with 
a curtailed staff. The N.R.A. will not do anything 
in the nature of code work. It will,however, pro- 
vide a means of studying the effect of business 
activity without codes—-particularly to make this 
study in the light of information it has as to what 
went on under the codes. (2) Push legislation that 
will require that all materials and supplies pur- 
chased by the government must be produced by con- 
cerns complying with the employment standards set 
up by the NRA. This will apply to work done with 
government loans or grants. 

THUS MUNICIPALITIES ARE EXPRESSLY INCLUDED 
WHEN THEY SEEK TO DO WORK UNDER THE NEW WORKS PRO- 
GRAM. 

The news release contains the following state- 
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The Future of N.R.A., Cont. 


ments: "3. The Supreme Court decision has affected 
a number of agencies which were set up in part or 
in whole under the authority of Title I of the Na- 
tional Industrial Recovery Act. A careful review 
of the effects of the Supreme Court decision has 
been made. 

"(a) New legislation would be necessary for the 
continuance of the......Central Statistical Board. 

"(b) Two agencies can be continued by amendments 
to Executive Orders: The National Emergency Coun- 
cil and the National Resources Board. Both of them 
relate to planning for and execution of work relief 
and can, therefore, be continued under the work 
relief act." 


SCHEDULE OF WAGES ON WORK RELIEF JOBS 


HE schedule of monthly earn- PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNI- 


ings set forth in the Presi- CAL WORK 
dent’s order, subdivided on a I 9 83 77 69 61 
geographical and _ population Ir 79 7 66 S57 48 


Tir 75 68 62 53 42 
Iv 64 55 46 39 


basis and classified according 
to types of work, is as follows: 
Counties in which the 1930 population 


hag ee ee Se *Regions include the following 
é § Over Over Over Over Under States: 

ae a oe eS I—Connecticut, Maine, Massa- 

UNSKILLED WORK chusetts, New Hampshire, New 

I $55 $52 $48 $44 $40 Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 

II 45 42 40 35 32 Rhode Island, Vermont, | Illinois, 

Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 

II 35 33 29 24 21 Ohio, Wisconsin, Arizona, Cali- 

IV 30 27 25 22 19 fornia, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, 


Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, 
Washington, Wyoming. 

II.—Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Ne- 
braska, North Dakota, South Da- 
kota, Delaware, District of Colum- 
bia, Maryland, West Virginia. 

IlI.—Arkansas, Kentucky, Loui- 
siana, Oklahoma, Texas, Virginia. 

IV.—Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee. 


INTERMEDIATE WORK 
z 65 60 55 50 45 
II 58 54 50 44 38 
III 52 48 43 36 30 
Iv 49 43 38 32 7 


SKILLED WORK 
I 85 75 70 63 55 
II 72 66 60 52 44 
Ill 68 62 56 48 38 
IV 68 58 50 42 35 


The United States News 


Associated Planning Boards of Norfolk County 





The Planning Boards of Norfolk County,adjoin- 
ing Boston, Massachusetts have formed an interest- 
ing organization known as the Associated Planing 
Boards of Norfolk County "To promote among the mu- 
nicipalities of Norfolk County cooperation, inter- 
community planning, and allied activities that lie 
within the present or future scope of planning boards 
and to interchange ideas on municipal planning prob- 
lems." The county has 28 cities and towns of which 
18 have planning boards. 


A Miniature City Planning Commission 


The Department of Landscape Architecture, Uni- 
versity of Illinois, is conducting a novel experi- 
ment under the direction of Professor White. Ad- 
vanced students in sociology, political science,e- 
conomics, landscape architecture,architecture,civ- 
il engineering, law and journalism are working on 
the plan of a city of about 100,909 population. If 


A Miniature City Planning Commission, Cont. 


this "collaborative plan" is successful it is in- 
tended that it be repeated next year. 


An Omission 


An item in our last NEWS LETTER,entitled "Land 
Use and Population in the National Forests." neg- 
lected to list the State of Minnesota among those 
in Region No.9 of the Forest Service of the United 
States. The report distinctly includes Minnesota. 


Books, Pamphlets and Reports 





BUILDING LINES AND RESERVATIONS FOR FUTURE STREETS 
Russell Van Nest Black. Harvard University Press, 
Cambridge, Mass. 1935. 243 pages. Price $3.50. 

This is the eighth in the series of Harvard 
City Planning Studies and I consider it one of the 
best. Vith the declining rate of growth of our cit 
ies and the increasing inability to finance street 
widenings it is questionable if our communities 
will seek to undertake such elaborate vrograms as 
were carried out a few years ago. Unquestionably 
any future street widening programs will deoend to 
a greater extent upon building lines and less upon 
expensive direct condemnation proceedings. 

Mr. Black has given a forthright statement of 
his objectives and of the limitations of his study, 
which appeals to us and which adds to the value of 
the book. He has listed the procedures of varias 
cities and has given the exnerience of the many 
cities which have undertaken widening projects by 
means of the several kinds of building lines. This 
is followed by conclusions based upon the study 
and by an appendix which contains a number of typ- 
ical laws and ordinances providing for this type 
of widening procedure. WHB 


POSSIBLE MODIFICATIONS: OF URBAN LAND POLICIES IN 
AMERICA. Harold S.Buttenheim. Reprinted from the 
Journal of Land and Public Utility Economics, May 
1935. Pages 154-163. 

A.S.P.0.members who did not receive acopy of 
this article may obtain one without cost by writing 
co Mr. Harold S.Buttenheim, The American City, 4790 
Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


BERKELEY OCCUPANCY AND LAND USE SURVEY. Final Re- 
ports. S.E.R.A. project sponsored by the City of 
Berkeley and Berkeley Society of Architects. April 
ll, 1935. 


BUILDING REPAIR SURVEY. In the cities of Berkeley 
and Albany, California. Sponsored by the City of 
Berkeley and Berkeley Chamber of Commerce. Bound 
with the above. 


UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE COURSES IN CITY PLANNING. 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, 1935. 


LAND USAGE. Published monthly, compiled and edited 
by employees of the Works Division, Emergency Re- 


x" 








Books, Pamphlets and Reports, Cont. 





lief Bureau,City of New York. (A monthly report of 

the high lights of District and Neighborhood Rehab- 
ilitation studies of the Land Utilization Committee 

New York Building Congress, under the volunteer 

technical direction of Arthur C. Holden.) 


STATE PLANNING IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. Report submitted 
to State Planning and Development Commission of New 
Hampsnire and National Resources Board,Washington, 
N. ©., Concord, N. He, March 15, 1935. 125 pages. 


PUBLIC PASSENGER CARRIERS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. A Re - 
port by the Advisory Committee on Transportation 
to the State Planning and Development Commission, 
Concord, New Hampshire, March,1935. Maps, charts, 
graphs. 38 pazes mimeo. 


LAND ECONOMICS, 1933-1934, Outstanding Reierences 
Relating to Land Economics Especially to the Present 
National Land Policy. Compiled by Orpha Cummings, 
Librarian,Jniversity of California, College of Ag- 
riculture, Berkeley. February 8, 1935. 34 pages. 


REPORT ON LAND PROBLEMS AND CONDITIONS IN FLORIDA 
Land use problems and conditions in the State of 
Florida. Prepared by Colin D. Gunn and John Wal- 
lace, state land planning consultants, under the 
supervision of Myron E.Andrews, regional land con- 
sultant, ational Resources Board. January 14,1955. 
113 pages. 


STATE PLANNING FOR NEW YORK.Summary Report of pro- 
gress to Governor Herbert H.Lehman, New York State 
Planning Board. January 14, 1935. 84 pages. 


NEW MEXICO STATE PLANNING BOARD. Progress Report 
to National Resources Board. Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
April 15, 1935. Maps, graphs,etc. 339 pages.Indx. 


WINNETKA (Illinois) PLAN COMMISSION. Report for 
1935. Fifteen pages with maps and illustrations. 
This report serves as the basis for the official 
plan, made effective by an ordinance "establishing 
a comprehensive plan of public improvements look- 
ing to the present and future development of the 
Village of Winnetka." 


RECREATION. May, 1935. Year Book Number. A month- 
ly magazine published by the National Recreation 
Association, 315 Fourth Avenue. $2 per year. 


STATUS OF ORGANIZATION OF PLANNING DISTRICTS AND 
STATE PLANNING BOARDS. Circular II, National Re- 
sources Board, Revised to May 18, 1935. 


A HOMESTEAD AND HOPE. Bulletin Number One, United 
States Department of the Interior, Division of Sub- 
sistence Homesteads,Federal Subsistence Homesteads 
Corporation. Charles E. Pynchon, General Manager, 
Washington, D. C. 24 pages. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DETROIT CITY PLAN COMMISSION, 
1934. 17 pages mimeo. 


lhe 
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FLORIDA STATE PLANNING BOARD. Reports on Taxation 
and Government,Statewide Road Survey, Waterways, 
Education, Highway, Rail, Air,and Water Transvorta- 
tion, Public Works, Railways. Tallahassee, Florida, 


April 1, 1935. These reports are in mimeographed 
forn. 


THE PLANNER'S JOURNAL. Published Bi-Monthly by The 
American City Planning Institute. Howard K.Menhin- 
ick, Editor. Robinson Hall Annex, Cambridge, Mass. 
50¢ a copy, $3.00 a year. 


THE REGIONAL APPROACH TO NATIONAL SOCIAL PLANNING. 
With Special Reference to a More Abundant South and 
Its Continuing Reintegration in the National Econ- 
omy. By Howard W. Odum. Published jointly by the 
Foreign Policy Association, New York, and the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 31 
pages. 


REGIONAL RECONSTRUCTION: A WAY OUT FOR THE SOUTH. 
By Rupert B. Vance. Published jointly by the For- 
eigh Policy Association, New York, and the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 31 pges. 


PAST AND CURRENT FINANCES OF MONROE COUNTY, 1915 - 


1933. Monroe County Regional Planning Board, Ro- 
chester, N.Y. Published February 1,1935.197 pages 
mimeo. 50¢ per copy. 


Legislation ? 


National Planning Board: A bill has been introduc- 

ed in the Senate of the United States by Senator 

Copeland (S. 2825) providing for the establishment 

of a National Plaming Board to be composed of five 

members, to be appointed by the President. "The 

Board is authorized (a) to investigate, examine, 

study, analyze, assemble and coordinate, and per- 

iodically to review and revise basic information 
and materials appropriate to plans or planning pol- 
icies for the conservation and development of the 

natural, human, and other resources of the Nation, 
and on the basis thereof to initiate and propose 
in an advisory capacity such plans and _ planning 

policies:....." The bill has been referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Model State Law on Eminent Domain: The Treasury De- 
partment has prepared a model State Law on Eminent 
Domain which is intended to expedite the acquisi- 
tion of land needed for public works projects. The 
act as drawn will permit quick acquisition of land 
and has some novel features among which are a pro- 
vision for a hearing by a master instead of the 

customary jury or commissioners,provision for tes- 
timony that the building "is unsafe or insanitary 
or a public nuisance," a provision for evidence of 
assessed valuation and affidavits of tax returns 
and a section which permits the petitioner to take 
possession of the land after the deposit of the a- 
mount of the judgment fixed by the Court, which 
holds an early hearing. 
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